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‘Memoria’ An Te Liu

New Monuments for New Cities was a 2019 collaboration between five members of the High
Line Network, who each invited five local artists to create proposals for new monuments for a
21st century city. The Bentway launched our Spring/Summer 2019 Season with New
Monuments for New Cities and an accompanying Monuments Summit, with the exhibit
eventually travelling to all five cities.

A year later, New Monuments for New Cities still reflects the ongoing social and political
circumstances of this moment by confronting controversial public monuments and the safety
risks they pose. The exhibition aimed to broaden the definition of what contemporary civic
structures can be and proposed alternative people and histories to memorialize.

Monuments to the deeply imbalanced history of the Western world are today being toppled and
issues of legacy and hierarchy are being challenged. New Monuments for New Cities offered 25
diverse and provocative responses to “What should a contemporary monument look like? Who
are they for and what should they represent? How can monuments help to create safer public
spaces reflective of a diverse community?” The artworks, which employed a variety of
techniques including illustration, painting, digital rendering, and photography, took the form of
large-scale posters at The Bentway, a direct counter to the static bronze statues we typically
think of as monuments.

6150 Wilshire Blvd 4859 Fountain Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90048 anatebgi.com Los Angeles, CA 90029
+1(323) 272 3418 +1(323) 407 6806



ANAT EBGI

An Te Liu — Memoria

Memoria is a collage based on a painting by Hubert Robert (1733 — 1808), known for his
fictional renderings of architectural ruins and landscapes. By inserting the fragment of an
elevated highway into Robert’s landscape, An Te Liu imagines a future where key elements of
urban infrastructure are preserved and memorialized. Memoria questions narratives of
technological progress—from the vantage point of an uncertain future, the structures and

landscapes we find in the city today will inevitably pass into obsolescence, either as monument
or as ruin.
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