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When Tina Girouard first arrived in Haiti, she began commissioning artists to create beadworks
based on her own paintings and designs. As she learned more about the island nation’s art and
religion—and developed close, collaborative relationships with Haitian artists. She began
introducing more and more Haitian imagery into her work.

Tina Girouard lived in Haiti for almost five years. from 1990 to 1995, working alongside Haitian
artists to hand-stitch these Vodou flags, each of which required more than 20,000 sequins and
beads. She relied on these artistic collaborators (mostly men) to help design and create these
works, as well as to navigate the complexities of Vodou. As Girouard described the process.
She was never intending to appropriate a traditional Haitian art form, her desire was to naturally
come to a collaboration, by sharing separate ideas, techniques, and cultures. She wanted to
achieve a collaboration spontaneously, by working side by side.
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