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A peek inside the studio of artist An Te Liu
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The Toronto artist’'s ongoing project to transform cast-off junk into forms that ape the idealist
vision of Modern art is beauty in its cheekiest form.

A work table in Liu's studio looks almost like something from a museum anthropology department, and the intention is
real.

Who says Modernism can’t have a sense of humour? Not An Te Liu, whose playfully austere
recent sculpture pokes at the ribs of idealist movement’s purity of form. Artists like Constantin
Brancusi looked to conjure an essential truth; Liu’s share an aesthetic kinship with a knowing
wink to our disposable world: Most of the pieces, cast in ceramic, concrete or bronze, are
molded from chunks of Styrofoam packing. Recasting our utilitarian refuse as a kind of primal
purity may be a sly reversal, but also, perhaps, closer to the essence of truth in our throwaway
world.

An Te Liu’s work is on view at Division Gallery, 45 Ernest Ave., to Dec. 23. It can also be seen
at the Toronto Sculpture Garden, 115 King St. E.
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