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The artist Samantha Thomas, whose solo show for RH will go up Nov. 9 in New York, working in her Los Angeles studio

Come Nov. 9, in a six-story, 28,000-square-foot industrial building in Chelsea, RH
Contemporary Art will open its inaugural exhibition with five concurrent solo shows from Nathan
Baker, Toby Christian, Peter Demos, Samantha Thomas and Natasha Wheat, all emerging
artists and seemingly arbitrary choices for a debut exhibit. Unlike the traditional consignment
model employed by other galleries, wherein artists basically create works on spec, RH
commissions artists’ work, and in certain cases, even provides them with a residency.

Though RH has secured the participation of 15 international curators and advisers — both
independent and affiliated with institutions — their names are embargoed for now. Despite
forthcoming paychecks from RH, this group of individuals doesn’t want the association revealed,
at least not yet. If this circumspection seems strange in an era of artistic commaodification and
cross-promotion, consider this: there is no precedent for a furniture retailer opening a Chelsea
art gallery.

Add to the company’s list of impressive stats the 74,000 guests that visited “Rain Room” at
MoMA this past summer, for it’s a little-known fact that the immersive environment art project,
by rAndom International, was commissioned by RH. Klaus Biesenbach, the director of MOMA
PS1, saw an earlier version, commissioned by the Frankel Foundation, at the Barbican in
London last fall.
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