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Artist creates Monopoly house as monument to credit crunch (three more and he can
buy a hotel)
October 31, 2010

Standing as a monument to the credit crunch, this life-sized Monopoly house was created as an
ironic statement on the global financial crisis.

Created by Canadian artist An Te Liu, 44, the 36ft by 44ft work called 'Title Deed' was built in
Willowdale, in the Canadian province of Ontario.

Built around a condemned home in one of the town's original suburbs, the giant green house is
almost identical to the famous board game pieces.
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Rent! Canadian artist An Te Liu has built a life-size Monopoly house as a monument to the credit crunch.

Liu spent two months building the house last year and employed friends and volunteers to strip
the home of guttering, satellite dishes and windows before covering it in latex block filler paint.

He said: 'l received the commission from a curator in Willowdale to produce my vision for the
Monopoly house in February 2009.

"The house was being prepared to be knocked down by a local developer so we took advantage
in a delay in proceedings to plan to alter the house into the recognisable feature from the board
game.
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'| had already seen a similarity beforehand but once we began the process of changing the
house using wooden boards for the windows and removing all the exterior extremities then the
green painting could begin.'
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Blending in: The house - a previously condemned building in Willowdale, Ontario - took two months to construct.

Seeing property as a home, a loan, a debt, an investment and something that is more
monetised than we realise, the artist wanted to use the iconic board game as a metaphor.

'Just as the sub prime mortgage crisis hit America and was caused by traders and bankers
playing their games in Wall Street, so the common man was squeezed because of that,' he
said.

'Our homes are not necessarily what we think they are. They are property just like in Monopoly
to be remortgaged and used as collateral.

'We spent around £9,000 transforming this home to prove that point and | think we succeeded.'

Monopoly can trace its roots back to 1935 and sees players competing to make each other
bankrupt and end up with the most money.

Players take it in turns moving around the board buying properties, building houses and hotels,
paying rent and trying to avoid going to jail.

The board game is made for 27 countries and has seen more than six billion of the little green
houses made.
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