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Frieze Week: Meet Four Artists Exploring the “Sunshine and Noir” of L.A. 
Written by: Degen Pener 
February 16, 2023 
 
February is L.A.’s busiest art month, with no less than five fairs kicking off around the city. 
Among them, Frieze Los Angeles, owned by Endeavor, returns in a new and larger location at 
Santa Monica Airport. As Frieze opens, THR catches up with four buzzy artists, all with new 
shows right now that explore the topography of Los Angeles. 
 
Jessica Taylor Bellamy 
 

 
 

The L.A. native artist says that she looks at the “sunshine and noir, realism and fantasy” of the 
city as inspiration for her multimedia art. In Endnotes for Sunshine, her first solo show at Anat 
Ebgi Gallery in Mid-City, Bellamy depicts inviting landscapes that are dotted with palm trees or 
flowers or swimming pools, all washed in the tones of West Coast sunsets. But superimposed 
on many of them are silk-screened articles from the Los Angeles Times with unsettling 
headlines like “California’s tsunami threat,” “uncertain future” and “safety crackdown.” Says 
Bellamy, “I have this huge pile of [newspapers] in my studio. A lot of the things I’m collecting are 
specific stories that might be about the climate or they might be visual indicators of change like 
temperature maps.” 
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The exhibition also includes a video sculpture, In view, if not in reach, which combines footage 
taken while driving west in L.A. at sunset with a hand-painted animation of vanity license plates, 
which intrigue her because of what they reveal about people’s psyches. “The show is exploring 
the environmental tapestry of L.A.,” explains Bellamy, who grew up in Whittier and completed an 
MFA at USC last year. 
 

 
 

Jessica Taylor Bellamy’s Warm Light (2023), part of her exhibit at Anat Ebgi Gallery. 
 

WHO COLLECTS UTA partner and creative director Arthur Lewis, the head of UTA Fine Arts, 
tells THR that “Jessica’s work first caught my eye through her meticulous approach to painting 
and her dexterity in capturing the L.A. landscape, but what truly grabbed me were the layers of 
meaning and copious research that goes into the work, addressing deeply rooted social 
inequities and the devastating environmental damage we so often try to look away from.” 
 
 


