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Los Angeles is home to a new generation 
of lesbian movers, shakers and style makers.

This was a big year for lesbian style, and every-

where you looked there were sexy, “cooler-than-

cool” ladies coming out as lesbian, bisexual, or 

queer. It’s become uber-cool to be a lesbian be-

cause people like Hayley Kiyoko and St. Vincent 

have recently reclaimed the term, embracing it 

after a slew of negative stereotypes made it un-

popular for years. Don’t get me wrong, I’m not 

complaining. I’ve always wished being gay was 

in. But I can’t figure out why, or when, there was a 

substantial culture shift away from “That’s gross, 

I hate you” and completely into “I love lesbians.” In 

the early 2000s, when I was in high school, there 

was a small uprising of “cool.” Ellen and Portia 

had started dating, Angelina Jolie won an Oscar 

and was quoted as saying, “I only play women I 

would date,” and one of the best lesbian movies 

ever, Kissing Jessica Stein, was released. But la-

dies, now it’s 2018 and we’re back! Hold on, ’cause 

now being gay is cooler than when you first saw 

Kristen Stewart in Panic Room. Maybe it’s because 

the coolest people in the world always are lesbi-

ans. Recently, I interviewed six of the most stylish, 

intelligent woman I’ve ever met, who are also gay.
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Samantha Thomas:  
Artist 
@redsquare7 

Samantha graduated from ArtCenter College of 

Design in Pasadena, and she’s becoming known 

for her creative and inventive work with paint, 

enamel, sandpaper, and thread. When she’s not 

slinging paint or doing art shows, you can find her 

surfing the coast or traveling the world. 

On her artistic process
I’m usually hopping from one station to the 

next, layering paint, sanding, or sewing. Each 

piece can take months to complete, so it does 

become about how the material is changing daily 

until I reach my desired surface.

On where to see her work
I was most recently in Pussy, King of the Pi-

rates at Maccarone Gallery in LA with 20 women 

artists. I just finished a collaboration with a Mexi-

can textile artisan in Oaxaca, and this fall we’ll will 

be showing seven flags we made in Mexico City 

with After & Again. I’ll do a residency in Oaxaca at 

the end of the year, while simultaneously working 

on my next solo show.

How she became an artist
I was grooming myself to be a professional 

golfer and was on a golf scholarship at the Univer-

sity of Tulsa, [No. 2 in NCAA Division 1 at the time], 

when I took a still life drawing class, influenced by 

my roommate. I quit my scholarship and moved 

to New York to pursue art. I lasted a winter and 

immediately moved out west. I received my BFA 

from ArtCenter College of Design in 2004, was as-

sistant to the artist Ed Moses till 2011, and have 

been lucky enough to carve out my own career as 

an artist since then.
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