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Unpacking
the Modern

An Te Liu's ceramic sculptures for the Gardiner give a jolt
to the fusty old museum and to the canon of Modern art

MURRAY WHYTE
VAL ARTS CRITC

An Te Liu is probably best known to
Toronto

practically, at least — of at.
$o to find him at the Gardiner Mu-

latest effort, which opened Friday, is
Lixf's Mono No Ma, part of the muse-

Styrofoam, the stuff that holds your
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An view of Mono No Ma, An Te Liv's show of new ceramic scul

uy
ON SOME OF TwE PIECES
FOR bS5 NEW SHOW

Joosely from Japanese to mean “a
thing of the void") :

There’s a cheeky comment about
art-making implicit in this that all of
Linfs work seems to make — art is the
ultimate useless commodity, from a

tall object used as a sundial).

It showed up one day in a pile of
unpacked computer baxes in the IT
d at the Undversity of To-

worrying dynamic of obsolescence:
what happens to a thing when it out-
lives its use? Mono No Ma takes it

forms

zon, where faster, newer, better al-
wys hurks. (Mono No Ma translates
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