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Maybe it's just serendipity, but a lot of artists are riffing on the idea of landscapes in the year's 
first wave of gallery exhibits. Don't think old school, however. Working with paint, manipulated 
digital imagery, video and even performance, these artists are creating elaborate fictions that 
encourage viewers to contemplate processes while also pondering notions of time and place. 
 
"Sigrid Sandström: Viewfinders" 
 
You won't immediately think "landscapes" when you see the latest work by Swedish painter 
Sigrid Sandström, which has grown increasingly abstract since her days as a Glassell School 
Core fellow a decade or so ago. It's like the remote, icy forests and mountains she rendered 
then, conjured from an environment familiar to her, have exploded into micro views to 
underscore how painting itself is a "place." 
 
Masking tape - or the idea of it - plays a starring role. Sandström isn't the only artist enamored 
with exposing her use of that painter's tool right now. 
 
More compelling is the way she layers larger monochromatic voids over other grounds to create 
the illusion of an absence of place - a nothingness that could either be receding or coming 
toward you. They're most dramatic on large paintings where they interrupt the lush, textural 
contrast of bold brush strokes in a transparent medium. 
 
(11 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesdays-Saturdays, through Feb. 16 at Inman Gallery) 


